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KRNQ-FM recaptured the No. 1
overall ratings spot in a summer Ar-
bitron survey of Des Moines-area ra-
dio stations that left several station
executives puzzled over major shifts
in listenership.

The survey, taken between June
20 and Sept. 11, was the first meas-
urement of a summer ratings period
since Arbitron began conducting
four surveys a year in the Des
Moines area instead of just two (fall
and spring).

While KRNQ won this round in its
continuing ratings battle with KGGO
for rock music listeners, the struggle
to be No. 1 was overshadowed by
large swings in the listenership of
several stations. The mast noticeahle
shifts were major dips in the audi-
ence levels at KJJY and KLYF, and a
big boost for WHO.

The charts on this page show the
percent share of the listening audi-
ence for each station during an aver-
age quarler-hour in three key catego-
ries — total weekly listenrership,
tota! morning listenership, and
morning listenership of persons age
25 to 54. The charts show a trend in
the ratings dating back to the fall of
1989, also.

J. Michael McKoy, general manag-
er of KJJY, saw his overall weekly
share of the audience sliced from
14.2 percent last spring to 9.5 per-
cent during the summer. Qverall, lis-
tenership of KJJY's morning show
fell froma 15 shareto a9.3.

While the figures surprised
McKoy at first glance, a closer look
at the survey provided a key reason

Dawve Rhein

for the dip.

*The sampling (of listeners) was
way below recommended levels
among adults 45 to 54, and that’s a
big part of my loyal audience,” said
McKoy. “Only 27 percent of the rec-
ommended number of listeners in
that age group who were supposed
to be sampled actually got sampled.

“That's why KLYF and KJJY died.
It's just part of the ratings game,”
reasoned McKoy.

At KLYF, overall weekly listening
shares fell nearly four points. In the
morning, overall shares fell from
12.3 last spring to 7.8 in the summer.
In the key 25-54 age group, morning
listenership was nearly cut in half,
from a 17 share last spring toa 9
share in the suramer.

“We talked with our Arbitron rep-
resentative and he concurred that
the survey was one of those inexpli-

cable things,” said KLYF sales man-

Arbitron radio ratings

Mon-Sun 6 a.m.-midnight
Average quarter-hour percent share of audience

Persons Sum Spg Wnt Fall Spg Fall
12+ 91 91 91 90 90 89
KRNQ 16.9 14.2 16.3 153 138 12.7
KGGO-FM 152190131 116 149 129
WHO 150 11.1 129 150 113 158
Ky 95142121 109 11.0 109
KIOA-FM 68 56 58 48 59 49
KLYF 66101 91 92 98 84
KRNT 63 58 64 59 57 76
KEZT 42 31 60 57 43 47
KDMG 40 45 36 35 53 47
KIOA-AM 25 10 20 30 36 39
KWKY 09 *** 10 04 08 27
KDM' 0_8 L1} L Ll LLLJ L1l Ll
KMXD 08§ — — - - -
KGGO-AM 02 06 06 06 0B 04
* KKSO et 't -06°13, 13710

FINE TUNING

Summer ratings good to KRNQ

ager Pat Crounse.

WHO, on the other hand, got a big
boost. Its overall weekly listenership
was up nearly four share points. The
news was even better in the morn-
ing, when overall listenership rose
more than five share points to 19.3.

Mon-Fri6 a.m.-10 a.m.

Average quarter-hour percent share of audience

Persons Sum Spr Wnt Fall Spg Fall
12+ 91 91 91 90 9% 89
WHO 19.3 140 179 163 16.2 19.2
KRNQ 149128 158158 118 11.3
KGGO-FM 130180 108123 128 115
KJJY 9.3 15.0 13.2 10.2 107 11.2
KRNT 80 72 72 75 BO 95
KLYF 78123 94 92101 91
KIOA-FM 67 48 62 42 60 37
KIOA-AM 33 07 27 28 36 35
KDMG 28 35 25 40 44 39
KEZT 25 23 45 54 33 32
KDM] 1.1 are L3 12 Ll (1] ] e
KWKY Q9 ** 07 03 10 18
KMXD 06 — — - - =
KGGO-AM 02 04 06 0B 09 09
KKSQ ™t 02 07 17 21 14

Mon-Fri 6 a.m.-10 a.m.
Average quarter-hour percent share of audience

Persons Sum Spg Wnt Fall Spg Fall
2554 91 S1 91 %0 9% 8%
KRNQ 18.2 114 143 13.0 10.2 8.7
WHO 157 9414] 101 120116
KGGO-FM 12.3 188 100 14.0 155 133
KN 10.2 16.2 13.7 126 10.2 13.7
KLYF 9.017.0 135143 163 143
KIOA-FM 9.0 60 93 58 49 32
KDMG 41 54 41 60 55 532
KIOA-AM 39 12 37 47 61 59
KRNT 35 42 43 33 35 51
KEZT 29 22 63 66 43 51
KWKY 12 *** 04 04 14 19
KMXD 06 — — - - =
KDM] 04 anm Ll L) Lil ) (L1 [ 11]
KGGO-AM 02 02 *** 08 04 06
KKSO *** 02 04 10 16 13

*** — Dud POt meet Arbitron's minimom stenershp
criteria.
— — Stakion nol on the air,



